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Plot Summary 
of The Book of the City of Ladies 

 

The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 discusses the achievements of women of the classical pagan past 
in the areas of governance and leadership of their people, which provides the foundation for the city. 
Christine is instructed in this effort by Lady Reason. Part 2 represents the present virtues of women as 
daughters, wives, and mothers, which supports the buildings of the city and its population. Lady Rectitude 
guides Christine in this work. Part 3 may be viewed as the future in which the highest palaces of the city are 
constructed to enthrone the Virgin Mary as its queen and provide housing for associated Christian saints. 
Lady Justice guides Christine in this phase, and Christine invites all women of virtue, past, present and future, 
to live in the city. 
 

Part 1, Sections 1 – 11 Christine finds herself discouraged that so many works of literature vilify women as 
a group simply because they are women. Three ladies, Lady Reason, Lady Rectitude, and Lady Justice, 
appear to her and inform Christine that she shall build a city of ladies based upon an accounting of their 
virtues. Lady Reason guides Christine in digging the foundation.  
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Part 3, Sections 1 – 19 The Virgin Mary, the first lady of the city and its queen, is brought in with her retinue 
and takes her place on the throne. Various saints attending her have their stories told by Lady Justice to 
Christine, who records them to complete the final touches to the city. In conclusion, Christine addresses the 
assembled female population to make their lives free from attack & devote themselves, regardless of rank, 
to the glory of God.   


